
305 West Grand Avenue, Suite 300 
Montvale, New Jersey 07645 
Phone 201.930.9890 
Fax 201.930.9805 

November 9,2011 

VIA ELECTRONIC AND U.S. MAIL 

Ms. Caroline Kwan 
Remedial Project Manager 
Special Projects Branch 
Emergency and Remedial Response Division 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 2 
290 Broadway, 20th Floor 
New York, New York 10007-1866 

Re: Progress Report No. 4 - October 2011 
Newtown Creek Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study 

Dear Ms. Kwan: 

Anchor QEA is submitting this monthly progress report for the Newtown Creek Remedial 
Investigation/Feasibility Study (RI/FS) on behalf of the Respondents to the Administrative 
Settlement Agreement and Order on Consent (Settlement Agreement or AOC). As set forth 
in Section 42 of said Settlement Agreement, this progress report is divided into the following 
areas: 

1. Actions taken to comply with the Settlement Agreement during the previous month 
2. Results of sampling and tests and all other data received by Respondents to the 

Settlement Agreement dining the previous month 
3. Problems encountered and anticipated problems, actual or anticipated delays, and 

solutions developed and implemented to address actual or anticipated problems or 
delays 

4. Work planned for the next two months with schedules relating to the overall project 
schedule for RI/FS completion 
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1. Actions Taken to Comply with Settlement Agreement daring Previous Mtmih 

• RI Supporting Plans 

- Responses to comments on draft Data Collection Plan (DCP) and Data 
Management Plan (DMP) were submitted to EPA on October 6. 

- Additional comments on the draft project supporting plans were provided by 
EPA as follows: 

• Quality Assurance Project Plan (QAPP): October 6 
• Field Sampling and Analysis Plan (FSAP): October 6 
« DCP: October 7 
• DMP: October 7 

- Revised versions of the draft QAPP, FSAP, DCP, and DMP Were prepared to 
address the additional comments provided by EPA on October 6 and 7. These 
revised draft documents were submitted to EPA on October 19. 

- Additional comments on the revised draft project supporting plans were 
provided by EPA as follows: 

QAPP: October 23 
FSAP: October 20 

• DCP: October 20 
« DMP: October 20 

- Final versions of the FSAP, DCP, and DMP were submitted to EPA on October 
. 2 7 .  
- Revised version of the QAPP was submitted to EPA on October 28. 
- EPA approved the FSAP, DCP, and DMP on October 28. 
- EPA approved the QAPP on October 31. 

• Other Technical Documents 
- Cultural Resources Survey (CRS) Stage 1A Work Plan 

• EPA provided comments on the CRS Stage 1A Work Plan on 
October 3. 

• A meeting with EPA was held at Day Pitney's offices in New York City 
on October 27 to discuss EPA's comments on the CRS. 
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- Screening Level Ecological Risk Assessment (SLERA) Technical Memorandum 
1 was submitted to EPA on October 17. 

• Pubbc Meetings 
- A call was held with EPA on October 3 to discuss preparation of posters for 

the October public meetings in Brooklyn, New York, and Long Island City, 
New York. 

- Pubbc meetings were held in Brooklyn, New York, on October 25 and Long 
. Island City, New York, on October 27. 

• Phase 1 Field Activities 
- Anchor QEA formally notified EPA on October 18 that the aerial survey 

would be performed during the week of October 24, the shoreline survey 
would begin on November 1, and the hydrographic surveys (bathymetry, side 
scan sonar, magnetometer) would begin the week of November 7. 

• Development of the project website continued. 

2, Results of Sampling and Tests and Other Data Received by Respondents doiingPrevious 
Month 
• None. 

3. Encountered and Anticipated Problems and/or Delays, and Solutions Developed and 
Implemented to Address Them 
• On October 20, Anchor QEA learned that the pilot who was to perform the aerial 

survey that was planned for the week of October 24 underwent emergency surgery 
and would not be able to return to work for at least 1 week, which meant the aerial 
survey could not be performed as originally scheduled. On October 21, Anchor QEA 
notified EPA of the delay, and indicated that the survey Would be rescheduled for the 
week of November 21—the earhest time when the tide conditions required for the 
survey would coincide with daylight conditions. EPA agreed with and approved the 
reschedtding of this survey. 
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4. Work Planned for the Next Two Montis with Schedules Relating to the Overall Project 
Schedule IbrRJ/FS Completion 
• Submit to EPA the final version of the CRS Stage 1A Work Plan on or before 

November 14 

- Reference Site and Background Location Selection Memorandum 
- Preliminary Applicable or Relevant and Appropriate Requirements (ARARs) 

{ 

and To Be Considered (TBC) Tables for Consideration at Newtown Creek 
- Modeling Approach (1) Memorandum 

• Continue to develop the Newtown Creek project website. 
• Initiate the RI Phase 1 field activities as follows: 

- Shoreline survey: November 1 
- Bathymetry, side scan sonar, and magnetometer surveys: week of November 7 
- Aerial survey: week of November 21 

• Continue planning for 2012 Rl-related field activities. 

If you have any questions regarding this progress report, please do not hesitate to contact me 
at (201) 571-0912 (e-mail: jquadrini@anchorqea.com'). 

• Prepare and submit the following technical documents by November 15: 

Sincerely, 

Jim Quadrini, P.E., BCEE 
Anchor QEA, LLC 
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cc: Nica Klaber, EPA Region 2 Remedial Project Manager 
Michael Mintzer, EPA Region 2 Assistant Regional Counsel 
Ian Beilby, NYSDEC, Division of Environmental Remediation 
Dennis M. Reznick, Common Counsel for Newtown Creek Group Respondents 
Susan Amron, Counsel for Respondent, City of New York 
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